
The National Action Plan 1325: North Macedonia is in the fourth year of implementing 
its second Action Plan 1325 on Women, Peace and Security for the period 2020-2025.14  
In early 2023, the Ministry of Defence, with the help of the Geneva Centre for Security  
Sector Governance (DCAF), took the first steps to prepare a gender self-assessment.15  

Participation of women in the MoDs and the Armed Forces: According to Minister  
Slavjanka Petrovska, the results of the Ministry’s work in promoting gender equality are 
visible, because in the last competition for the admission of cadets at the Military Acade-
my, 14 of the 35 accepted cadets were women.16 The long-term effects of gender policies 
are yet to be seen, but as of 2023, women make up 10 percent of the active personnel 
in the Army, of which 20% are officers, 13% non-commissioned officers and 6% enlisted 
personnel. Compared to the official statistics from 2022,17 there is a decline in female 
civilians as less than one third of women (29%) work as civilian personnel in the army. 

There is a veiled criticism in the Albanian media that the North Macedonian Army  
does not fully reflect the diversity in the society. According to the Euronews Albania  
reports, “Albanian women in the Army of North Macedonia are located mainly in the unit 
of professional soldiers, where out of 5.8% of women in total, only 1.6% are Albanian”.18

Representation of women in command and leadership positions: North Macedonia  
is currently the only country in the region that has appointed a woman the Minister of  
Defence. Still, the share of women in command and management positions in the  
Ministry of Defence and the Army is 19%. According to the Army officials, the trend  
of enhancing the representation of women in the Army structure continues, especially  
in the officer ranks, since there are 3 colonels and 33 lieutenant-colonels in the Army.19  
In addition, the number of female majors, captains and lieutenants is considered satis- 
factory by the Army officials. 

Participation of women in peacekeeping operations: The participation of women in  
military operations is 4% of female personnel assigned to UN, EU and NATO-led missions, 
which is a slight decrease compared to the last year research.20
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