NATIONAL SECURITY STRATEGY: 2017

»= Balk
l" Dgfeage

J“ Monitor

NO CHANGES IN 2023

NATIONAL DEFENCE STRATEGY: 2002

& lig @ Py

>

National interests and goals (as defined in the Strategies): Security of the population //
Territorial integrity and sovereignty of the Republic of Croatia // Strengthening the international
reputation and influence of the Republic of Croatia // Ensuring the survival, protection of
the identity and the political subjectivity of the Croatian people as constitutive in Bosnia and
Herzegovina // Protection and support of Croats in other countries, and emigration

Main threats: Unresolved issues on delimitation with certain neighbouring countries // Political
and intelligence activities of countries and non-state factors that perceive the European Union
and NATO as a security threat // Terrorist attacks

Main principles of the national security policy: Parliamentary, professional and civil oversight of
the legality of the work of the security and intelligence system // Inclusion of population in the
civil protection system

Regional cooperation: The Republic of Croatia emphasises investing in the stability of the
Southeast neighbourhood, viewing the Euro-Atlantic integration and the implementation of
reforms as key factors and instruments for achieving stability and security. The Republic of
Croatia will therefore systematically act in support of democratic processes, stabilisation, and
access of countries in Southeast Europe to Euro-Atlantic integration. The Republic of Croatia will
endeavour to seek a solution to the open issues of delimitation through direct negotiations or
through proceedings before an international judicial body.

Regional threats: Political instability, underdeveloped state institutions, corruption, the high un-
employment rate and social and ethnic tensions make the security situation in our Southeast
neighbourhood fragile. Although Euro-Atlantic influence is still dominant, the space is also open
to the influence of other global and regional actors and geopolitical competition and various
destabilising external influences are reflected in this area as well. The Croatian neighbourhood
shows trends of increasing intolerance, radicalism and extremism, especially Islamist radical-
ism.

NATO membership: For the Republic of Croatia, NATO is the guarantor of peace, stability and
security. The membership of the Republic of Croatia in NATO provides a convincing guarantee of
collective defence as an important factor in deterring and defending the population, territory, and
national sovereignty. Appropriate military and civilian capabilities for deterrence and defence
will be developed to carry out the tasks of the NATO Preparedness Action Plan as a contribution
to the credibility of Allied solidarity and NATO cohesion.

EU membership: The Republic of Croatia will actively contribute to missions and operations
within the Common Security and Defence Policy of the European Union and participate in the
association and the sharing of initiatives and projects of the European Defence Agency.

International military cooperation: The Republic of Croatia will contribute to the efforts aimed at
strengthening international security and stability by participating in international missions and
operations, as well as crisis response operations of international organisations, in particular the
United Nations, NATO, the European Union, OSCE, and the Council of Europe.



