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NO CHANGES IN 2023

NATIONAL DEFENCE STRATEGY: 2008

National interests and goals (as defined in the Strategies): Protection and consolidation of
National interests and goals (as defined in the Strategies): Establishing and developing security
system institutions that will be able to respond to all risks and threats // Accession to
international security conventions, European and Euro-Atlantic structures

Main threats: Political and social animosities caused by the war and nationalist extremism
// Incomplete implementation of the Dayton Peace Agreement // Problems related to political
transition // Critical regional points, such as Kosovo and Metohija

Main principles of national security policy: Democratic, civilian control of the military and
parliamentary oversight // Transparency of defence-related activities, including defence
planning and budgeting // Integration into Euro-Atlantic collective security structures

Regional cooperation: Bosnia and Herzegovina has no territorial claims involving neighbouring
and other states, nor does it perceive neighbouring and other states as hostile and a possible
threat to its territorial integrity and sovereignty. Therefore, it is especially important that BiH
further develops good neighbourly relations based on the principles of equality and cooperation.
Improving good relations and cooperation with neighbours and countries in the wider region,
the development of democratic processes in these countries, and the process of their European
integration have a positive impact on strengthening the internal security of Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

Regional threats: South-east remains the most sensitive area of today’s Europe. Efforts toward
secession, autonomy and independence of certain ethnic groups are still present in this area,
which, together with the relatively high concentration of military capacities, further complicates
the overall security situation.

Relations with NATO: The key element for achieving the unquestionable collective military
security of Bosnia and Herzegovina is to become a member of NATO, as in that case its national
sovereignty and territorial integrity would be guaranteed by the Alliance. Membership in the
Partnership for Peace is the first step in that direction. Further reform in the field of defence,
which will lead to full professionalisation, equipping and training the BiH Armed Forces in
accordance with NATO standards, will enable BiH to make a significant contribution to achieving
the goals of the Security Policy in the future.

Relations with the EU: The commitment to gradual integration into the European Union implies
readiness to accept the provisions, legal structure and organisational mechanisms of the EU’s
Common Foreign and Security Policy.

International military cooperation: As an active participant in collective security at the global
level through membership in the United Nations, the OSCE and the Council of Europe, Bosnia and
Herzegovina is engaged in international peace efforts.



