
TOP FOREIGN DONORS 2023
As the Albanian MoD refused to respond to the  
request for access to information, open-source  
research was conducted. Based on open sources,  
the US was the largest military donor to Albania in 
2023 with USD 9.74 million.

Based on open-source data, Albania is estimated to have participated in 20 military events in 2023.  
There were 17 multilateral exercises. Most of these exercises were with NATO, ten total. There were three 
US-led multilateral exercises. There were four regional multilateral exercises: one with the Adriatic Charter 
(A-5) and two with the Adriatic-Ionian Initiative (ADRION). The most important of these regional exercises 
was the special operation forces’ exercise hosted by Albania, “Strong Balkan 23 (B-9)”; an exercise  
intended to boost interoperability with NATO. In total, Albania participated in three bilateral military drills in 
2023. Two bilateral military drills were conducted with the US and one with the New Jersey Army National 
Guard. One bilateral military drill was done with Turkey.

MILITARY EXERCISES

DONATIONS

United States of America 

USD 9.74 million



KOSOVO
NATO - KFOR 90

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
EU - EUFOR ALTHEA 1

ABEYI - DISPUTED TERRITORY
UN - UNISFA 1

ALBANIA
LATVIA

NATO enhanced Forward Presence (EFP)

IRAQ
NATO - IRAQ NMI 2

21

BULGARIA
NATO enhanced Vigilance Activities (eVA)

INFANTRY
PLATOON

MULTINATIONAL OPERATIONS 1

Since the Albanian MoD declined to disclose this data, the data are compiled based on Albanian MoD’s website 
and other public sources, and in those cases where there are no records it is presumed that the number of troops 
in missions is the same as last year; Emmanuele Panero, The Western Balkans into NATO: security perspectives, 
Brief n. 12/ December 2023, Centro Studi di Politica Internazionale (CESPI), p.5, https://www.cespi.it/en/eventi-at-
tualita/focus-balcani/western-balkans-nato-security-perspectives; Two Albanian army officers to join NATO mission 
in Iraq, 29 March 2023, Albanian Telegraphic Agency, https://en.ata.gov.al/2023/03/29/two-albanian-army-officers-
to-join-nato-mission-in-iraq/
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