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National interests and goals (as defined in the Strategies): Protection of sovereignty, territorial
integrity and independence of Montenegro // Internal stability, protection of life and property
of citizens and economic goods // Protection of democracy and rule of law, and guarantee and
protection of human rights and freedoms

Main threats: Armed aggression // Terrorism and violent extremism // Proliferation of conve-
ntional arms and weapons of mass destruction // Cyber and hybrid threats // Organised crime

Main principles of national security policy: Development of military capacities and capabilities
necessary for the execution of dedicated missions and tasks in the country and within the
collective security system // Further development of military capabilities in line with the NATO
defence planning process

Regional cooperation: The region generates a common vision of the future despite certain
difficulties. Montenegro strives - through regional development cooperation and by enhancing
transparency, dialogue and good neighbourly relations - to contribute to avoiding misu-
nderstandings and improving security opportunities and stability in the region. Montenegro is
committed to developing good neighbourly relations and strengthening regional co-operation, in
terms of security as well as in other areas of common interest.

Regional threats: The region is still burdened by past events and unresolved issues that could
cause destabilisation in certain areas. Geostrategic shifts have made the Western Balkans once
again a zone of strong interest of certain international actors whose primary goal is to prevent
the further European and Euro-Atlantic path of some countries in the region. This imposes
concrete actions on the region, especially those of a hybrid nature, which poses a serious
security challenge and can have significant consequences for regional stability and slow down
the integration processes.

NATO membership: Montenegro has recognised that the best guarantee of long-term and
sustainable security, sovereignty and territorial integrity of the state is access to the collective
and cooperative security and defence system brought about by NATO membership. Therefore,
active participation in the collective security system, NATO activities, missions and operations is
a key prerequisite for protecting Montenegro from armed threats and other identified threats to
national security.

Relations with the EU: NATO membership has significantly strengthened Montenegro’s interna-
tional position and facilitated the achievement of another key foreign policy goal - accession to
the European Union. EU membership will further improve the security climate in the region and
strengthen Montenegro’s capacity to respond to current challenges, risks, and threats.

International military cooperation: Montenegro contributes to international stability through
active participation in EU missions and UN peacekeeping missions and operations. Montenegro
is developing its capacity to participate in NATO missions, operations and other activities in line
with its membership obligations.



