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NATIONAL SECURITY STRATEGY: 2003
NATIONAL DEFENCE STRATEGY: 2020

National interests and goals (as defined in the Strategies): Protection of independence and
territorial integrity of the Republic of Northern Macedonia // Strengthening regional security
and stability // Membership in collective security systems // Effective management of natural
disasters, technical and technological disasters, epidemics and climate change

Main threats: Insufficient economic growth // Corruption // Organised crime // Insufficient
capacity and politicisation of democratic institutions // Foreign intelligence services delaying or
hindering efforts to integrate into the Euro-Atlantic community // Radicalism and extremism //
Terrorism // Illegal migration // Cyber threats

Main principles of national security policy: Collective defence // Professionalism and adequate
and equitable representation of communities // Application of the principle of gender equality in
all the phases of defence policy and planning

Regional cooperation: Regional cooperation and good neighbourly relations have a positive im-
pact on security in the region. Countries in the region are aware that co-operation and good
neighbourly relations are a precondition for building mutual trust, integration into European and
Euro-Atlantic structures and improving regional security, stability and economic growth. The
Republic of Northern Macedonia sees full membership of all countries of the region in NATO or
the EU as the best way to further improve and consolidate the security situation in the region of
Southeast Europe and beyond.

Regional threats: The region remains burdened by its history and continues to face problems
that can lead to instability. Differences of national, ethno-religious and cultural character and
conflicting goals and interests can be a challenge to the security and safety of the region.

Relations with NATO and the EU: Strategic commitment to European and Euro-Atlantic integra-
tion and membership in collective defence and security systems remain a top priority of our
defence policy, focused on joining NATO and the EU. After full membership in NATO and the EU,
we will fully participate in collective defence and the Common Foreign and Security Policy. The
military will maintain military capabilities which are compatible and interoperable with the NATO
Code of Capabilities. It will also improve the existing capabilities and provide conditions for in-
tegration and adequate contribution of the national defence system to the collective defence of
the Alliance.

International military cooperation: North Macedonia will develop strength and capabilities to
participate in international peacekeeping and security operations and missions, in line with na-
tional security interests and international obligations. We will support regional and international
peace, security and stability through active participation in NATO and EU-led operations and
missions, as well as in international peacekeeping, humanitarian and observation operations led
by the UN, and through participation in various forms of military cooperation at bilateral, regional
and multilateral levels.



