NATIONAL SECURITY STRATEGY: 2014
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NATIONAL DEFENCE STRATEGY: 2015
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National interests and goals (as defined in the Strategies): Protection and consolidation of
the sovereignty, territorial integrity and independence of the Republic of Albania // Strengthening
fundamental freedoms, human rights and the rule of law // Protection and promotion of the
interests of Albanians wherever they may be // Preservation and development of national identity

Main threats: Organised crime // Corrupt individuals // Terrorism // Proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction and long-range weapons

Main principles of national security policy: Accountability and transparency // Activities of
the Armed Forces based on the Constitution and subject to democratic control of competent
institutions // Small, efficient and profiled force based on personnel rather than heavy weaponry
// Promoting gender equality and increasing women'’s participation

Regional cooperation: Peace, stability and prosperity in the region are of strategic importance to
Albania. Our interest is to have a region that is integrated into the European and Euro-Atlantic
structures, where inter-ethnic and inter-religious harmony reigns. This will be realised through
good neighbourly relations, cooperation in good faith, respect for minorities and inclusion.
Relations between the countries of the region have improved, and cooperation has increased
both qualitatively and quantitatively. Integration processes are catalysts for democratic reform,
cooperation, good neighbouring relations and the reconciliation process. Promoting sustainable
economic development will be achieved through deep regional economic integration aimed
at creating an open and free regional market as a precondition for the region’s European and
Euro-Atlantic integration.

Regional threats: Problems in the region can still be caused by extreme nationalism. The
existence of divided societies continues to pose a potential threat, due to the potential reopening
of the border issue. Political exploitation and failure to exercise the rights of certain ethnic or
minority groups could continue to cause sporadic tensions and generate negative consequences
in bilateral and multilateral relations. Unresolved interstate disputes and problems can affect
the quality of regional cooperation and good neighbourly relations, slowing down integration
processes.

NATO membership: Membership in the North Atlantic Alliance is an inherent guarantee of
national security, and the Republic of Albania is committed to fulfilling the obligations arising
from saidmembership.

Relations with the EU: Albania’'s membership in the European Union is the country’'s most
important strategic goal for the next decade. EU integration is also linked to the country’s
participation in the European Union’s Common Foreign and Security Policy and the Common
Security and Defence Policy.

International military cooperation: Albania is committed to actively promoting regional and
global peace and stability, increasing its role in regional and international organisations, and to

participating in missions led by the UN, NATO and the EU.



